Whole lung lavage.
Bronchoalveolar lavage is universally employed as a diagnostic procedure and also, both in the massive (whole lung) and limited forms, has important therapeutic applications. Since the second half of the century whole lung lavage (WLL) has been applied in patients with pulmonary alveolar proteinosis and has proved successful. The procedure has improved over the years in terms of safety and efficacy, whilst indications and methods for WLL are not yet completely defined and standardized. In this paper, we summarize the history of the development of WLL, and describe the procedure used eight times in five patients in our department.